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The True Story of Guitar Legend Duane Allman
“Poe captures the essence of Duane Allman. . . . Skydog is a fitting tribute to one of the best and
most influential musicians to ever come out of the South.”
—Chuck Leavell, Rolling Stones keyboardist; former member of the Allman Brothers Band
“As a personality and musician, Skydog was the one and only. Randy Poe brings him back to life.
His portrait of Allman is rendered with sensitivity, scholarship, and a whole lot of blues-loving
passion.”
—David Ritz, four-time Ralph J. Gleason Music Book Award winner

San Francisco—A guitar legend 35 years after his death, Duane Allman is revered by fans and
musicians alike. Now, Backbeat Books offers Skydog, the first biography of Duane Allman.
Skydog reveals Duane’s entire story, from his childhood and the struggling early days of the
Allman Brothers Band, through the arrival of fame and legendary gigs like the Fillmore East
concerts, and on to his tragic death in 1971 and his continuing legacy.
Whether churning out incredible solos in the Allman Brothers Band, recording killer tracks
with stars like Aretha Franklin and Wilson Pickett, or laying down his immortal “Layla” riff,
Allman was never less than incendiary on guitar. But nothing came easily for Duane—he labored
ceaselessly to perfect his craft and to find a place in the era’s tumultuous music scene, as he
struggled mightily with his own demons.
Detailing his musical influences, his relationship with brother Gregg Allman, his sessions as
a sideman in Muscle Shoals, Miami and New York, his contributions to slide guitar technique,
and much more, author Randy Poe taps the people who knew Duane best, paying tribute to one of
the greatest guitarists of all time.
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